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Zinifex has commenced drilling at its
Rosebery mine site as part of a $19 million
program to extend its life beyond 2020.

Bluestone Tin Ltd is anticipating the re-
opening of the Renison tin mine. The world
price of tin and the reduction of global tin
stockpiles now make it economically attractive
to consider reopening the mine.  This could
happen in early 2007.

Intec Ltd has a major operational focus on
the Hellyer Metals Project in north western
Tasmania, where it will treat 11 million tonnes
of polymetallic tailings (with an in-situ metal
value of over A$2 billion at today’s prices)

together with other available metalliferous
residues such as electric arc furnace dust.
Intec is presently operating its A$12 million
demonstration plant programme at Burnie,
and has successfully proved a process for
further concentrating the ore. Intec expects
to make its first shipment in December 
this year.

At the same time, Mineral Resources
Tasmania is into its second year of a four
year program to assist mineral exploration
in Tasmania. The program provides
exploration companies with improved and
higher resolution airborne radiometric and
magnetic data. The program is supported
by additional ground surveys.

Tasports has committed to deploy an
additional six advanced quarantine

fumigation systems at its facilities in Tasmania.

Tasports, having a four year business
relationship with Nordiko Quarantine Systems,
have been working together to improve
fumigation technology and procedures for
better environmental and safety outcomes
in the State.

Originally, two Nordiko units were delivered
to the then Hobart Ports Corporation in
2002.The units provide what is known as
recapture technology in quarantine
fumigations where methyl bromide is used.
Methyl Bromide is a broad acting but toxic gas
necessary to protect Tasmania's biosecurity. 

Nordiko's systems provide a temperature-
controlled environment for fumigation
within shipping containers, enhancing the

Quarantine technology stepped up
effectiveness (and reducing gas dosages
required),  but then recaptures the gas at the
conclusion of the fumigation. This patented
technology was developed in Australia. 

Federal authorities are currently considering
the national implementation of recapture
technology, and according to Nordiko,
Canberra can look to Tasmania as having
made pioneering progress in leading the
adoption of new technology. 

“By using Nordiko's technology, Tasports 
is not only ensuring proper fumigation
standards are met with regards to
temperature and concentration levels of gas,
but is keeping employees in the workplace
safe from the potentially serious ill effects
of exposure to methyl bromide gas”, says
Nordiko’s General Manager, Wil Grullemans.

Australian Customs uses Nordiko technology
throughout Australia, and has just ordered
two ventilation systems for its new Bell Bay
operations to be commissioned at the end of
this year.

Methyl Bromide is an effective quarantine tool.
Because of its toxicity, and the damage it
causes to the ozone layer, replacement gases
are under investigation, although are still some
years from being commercially available.

The Port of Burnie has completed a
major program of dredging, with some

130,000m3 of material removed from the
harbour and deposited at an approved
disposal ground out to sea in about 23
metres of water.

The dredging ensures that Burnie is well
prepared for what is expected to be a
major upturn in mining exports through
the port, possibly as early as next year.

Burnie was last dredged in 1995, and
historically has required dredging every
seven years or so to maintain depths in the
harbour. This time however, the interval
between dredging was 11 years because
construction to the east of the port of a
rock bund was very effective in delaying the
build up of sediment in the port.

Ivan Hurkett, Manager Infrastructure
Burnie, says that while the littoral drift
along the coast is from West to East,
currents in Emu Bay mean that fine
sediment moves back into the port from
the East to the West.  

The dredging contract went to the Port of
Brisbane which employed its modern
dredger ‘Brisbane’ to carry out the work.
Apart from one or two days of severe
weather, the dredging continued 24 hours
a day until completion.  

The dredging ensures that the depth in
the main basin at Burnie is maintained at
10 metres below port datum, while
depths at berths vary between 10 metres
and 11.5 metres below port datum,
depending on berth usage.

The Dredger ‘Brisbane’, built in 2000 with a hopper capacity of some 2900m3, operated around the clock.

Dredging at Burnie

Nordiko’s Wil Grullemans with John Richards from
Hobart Cold Stores




